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A TESTIMONY, &c. 


Ir has been. the melancholy lot of the church of Cluiſt, even 
after the moſt ſplendid revivals of ret;gion, and higheſt attain- 
ment3 in ref&rmation, to tink, firſt into a lukewarm diſpoſition, 
and gradually to decline into a courſe of beck liding from their 
former principles, zeal, love and; works. This appears in the 
ſacred hiſtory of the Bible, and Iikewiſe in the various periods 
of the Chriſtian church, and eſpecially in the reforming anc 
reformed Church of Scotland, and the melancholy truth is 
wofully atteſted at this time. = 
The diſtractions which take place in the Seceſſion are a re- 
proach to religion--the far greater part of its miniſters have 
departed from their principles, as Seceders, and have violated 
their moſt ſolemn engagements to maintain and defend them. 
To cloak their apoſtacy, and to delude the people, they have 
carried on a plan of deceit, equivocation, and treachery. The 
Supreme Court has kneaded up the corrupt Kkaven, in a variety 
of deceitful forms, inconſiſtent with the principles of the Segel- 
fion ; inconfiftent with themielves, and inconſiſtent with divine 
truth in the ſacred ſcriptures. Many petitions, remonſtrances, 
and pleadings have been preſented to the Supreme Court, which 


have been treated, with neglect, with inpercihous Oy. 
yea, with reproachful contumely ! The Synod have, perhitec. 


in their deceitful and backſiding courſes, and though they 
have made alterations from year to year z yet theſe ſcem ohe 
intended to delude weak, minds, and to concert under ambigu- 


ous expreſſions, their departure, without the leaſt appearance of 


returning to delerted truth, and our violated/principles! Yet 


all theſe changes are impoſed as terms of miniſterial and church 
communion upon the ſociety. And we are told in the mot 
public manner, that we mult either compry with every one 3. 
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theſe, or leave the ſociety ; and that our ſeeking relief to our 


conſciences in any other way, is /chi/in. Thus the have created 
a new ſpecies of ſchiſm, unheard of till now, into which they 
are driving all who have conſcience or principles which do not 
change like the moon. Such is the forbearance under the 
cloak of which they have introduced their backſſiding courſes. 
Many of the Lord's people are debarred from ſealing ordinances 
by their backiliding mifliſters and their ſeſſions. Many continue 
to hear them with offence to their conſcience, and without 


edification. Many have fallen from their profeſſion and joined 


other ſocieties or ſects. Thus they have made the divine or- 
dinances diſpenſed by them centemptible—thus they have not 
only violated their ordination vows to God, h de the 
church, with the moit awful ſolemnity ; but have broken the 
civil compact between them and their congregations, by deſert- 


ing and oppoſing thoſe principles upon which alone they re- 


ccived them into their miniſtry, aud engaged to ſupport them; 
and the only ſecurity they now have for their ſupport ariſes 
from purloining our meeting-houſes, which were built for the 
defence and ſupport of the original principles of the Seceſſion; 
and our place is ſupplied by a ſet of Latitudinarians, whoſe prin- 
ciples, if they have any, it is difficult to define or aſcertain, 
We, therefore, a fociety of Seceders, in and about Glaf- 
gow, adhering to the original principles of the Seceſſion, from 
a conviction of their agreeableneſs to the divine word, the un- 
erring rule of conſcience and duty; and from a deep ſenſe of the 
obligations we are under from our national engagements fre- 
que tiy recognized, by us perſonally, when admitted to ſeal- 


ing ordinances. We have for ſome-time paſt, met often for 
prayer and converſation, that we might have Divine direction. 


And having uled every hahile mean for obtaining redreſs of our 
grievances, and maintaining our ſeriptural and covenanted 
principles, we think it neceſſary for ſileneing the clamour of 
vur adveriaries. Firſt, To exhibit to them and to the world, 
in a brief hut determined manner, the principles for which we 
contend and teſtiſy. And Secondly, To lift up vor teſtimony 
aguinit the evils with which our miniſters ard church courts 
are chargeable. And Vi, We believe and adhere to, the 
divinely wifpired ſcriptures, of the Old and New Teſtament, 
as the one indiviſible and only rule of faith and practice. Se- 
condly, We approve of, and adhere to our National Covenants, 
of Scotland, and of the three kingdoms, We believe them to 
be authorized by, und agrecable to the divine word; and that. 
their obligation continues in its full force, upon the nation and 
all its members. Thirily, We approve of, and adhere to the 
Weſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, Larger and 
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Shorter, as agreeable to the word of God; and we think they 


give no power to the civil magiltrate incon! itent with Chrittian 


liberty and the rights of conſcience, £Fourthly, We believe the 


doctrine, worſhip, government and diſcipline "of the Church of 


Scotland, as a national church, to be agrecable to and founded 


on the word of God and we adhere thereto. Fifiily, We 
approve of and adbere to, the Seceſſion from the corrupt jucli- 


catories of the Church of Scotland; and of the Act and Teſti- 


mony emitted by the Aflociate Preſbyt tery in the year 1736. 
ſince which time, the grounds of Sec: non and baits? to be teſti. 
fed againit, are greatly enlarged. Sv, We believe that 
the connection between the C Tvil Magistrate and the Church, 


- {tated in our Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, is by divine 


authority ſanctioned in the ſcriptures ; and that by the Divine 
Law, the Civil Mag iftrate and the Church are mutually 
ebliged to co-operate in promoting the honour of the Divine 
Law, and the interefts of the ſpiritual kingdom ot our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt. And that although the Civil Magistrate has no 


power to impofe upon the conſcience or to infringe Chriſtian 
liberty, yet it is his duty, (and not perſecution) to puniſh groſs 
and open violations of the Divine Law, or contempt. of reli- 
gion. Seventhly, We are perſuaded that the obligation of our 
Covenants. both National and Solemn TOP of the three 
kingdoms, are of perpetual obligation, in the f ame manner as 
they originally were; and that any differences which take place 
m the circumſtances of the Nation, do not alter the uature nor 
weaken the obligation of theſe Covenants, £ig/htly, Though 
we believe it is the duty of the Nation, when called to this 
important duty, occafionally to renew theſe ſolemn deeds in 
their National capacity, and in a manner ſuitable to the circum 
ſtances of the time, yet this deed can only be done for mally 
by the Nation in its National capacity, (aud in this reſpe& it 


is the Nation's oath of f allegiance to the Prince of the Kings of 


the earth, which can never be recalled nor ccaſe to bind.) 
Vet it is nevertheleſh the duty of the Lord's people in a ſocial 
and eſpecially in their church capacity, as an organized ſociety, 
frequ: ently, to renew, in the moſt public manner, their adherence 


to theſe our National Covenants, avouching the Lord to be our 
God, as a church, with an engagement to every duty compe- 


tent to our circumftaices. 

"Theſe are the principles to which we adhere, and agreeable 
to Which we are ready to enter into church conneRtion with 
miniſters and people —tlieſe are the principles of the Seceſſion 
upon which we and our fathers joined that ſociety - theſe are 
the principles which we think ourſelves bound by every 
poſſibte obligation to adhere -to—to maintain and defeud 
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—for which the Church of Scotland vrreſtled for which 


our martyrs ſuffered-—and for which the Aſſociate Preſby- 


tery lifted up the banner of a Noting in the Seceſſion. We, 


therefore, being in a great meaſure deſtitute of the goſpel mi- 
niſtry and ordinances (agreeable to theſe our principles) do, 
by the mercies of God call, beſeech, and intreat ſuch of our 


miniſters as do adhere to theſe principles, as they would be ? 


found faithful to God, and to their ordination vows, when the 
chief Shepherd ſhall appear—that they will have compaſſion on 
the diſtreſſed and ſcattered heritage of the Lord—that, they 
will come and diſperſe goſpel ordinances to us, and lift up the 
banner of a teſtimony for the cauſe of Chriſt, which lies wound« 
ed and bleeding in our ſtreets. | . 0 

We, now, in the ſecond place, think it proper to "yy our 
Teſtimony againſt thoſe evfls, by which our wats, u 
cauſe and intereſt, in the Seceſſion, has been wounded, and our 
confciences aggrieved, And in general, we teſtify againſt 
every deviation from, and every injury done to the principles of 


the Seceſſion, by our Courts ſupreme and ſubordinate, and by 
miniſters and people. There has for a long time been a general. 


decline of religion in the Seceſſion, it has loſt its firſt love and 
zeal. Miniſters and people ſpurned at the reproach of Chriſt, 
and have flinched from ſtedfaſtneſs in the faith, that they might 
eſcape the ſtigma of bigotry. Our church communion Eo 
been corrupted—the diſtinguiſhing terms of it neglected or diſ- 
penſed . er rayon. principles have been eſpouſed and 
practiſed. Nothing of the Seceſſion remains but an hetęroge- 
neous empty name, and no zeal but for inereaſing the number 
of this motely party. But more particularly, We teſtify a- 
gainſt, Firſt, The Synod's neglecting, and even refuſing when 
judicially called to it, upwards of twenty rk ago, to take 
cognizance of the principles publiſhed by the late Rev. Arch. 
Hall at London, and to which Mr. Fraſer in his petition, im- 
putes the corrupt leaven by which our miniſters and courts were 
infected, and by which the whole maſs of Seceſſion is now 
leavened. Secondly, We teſtify againſt the ſeveral Courts of 
the Seceſſion for cland-fiincly and treacherouſiy diſpenſing with 


the formula of the Seceſſion to candidates for and. entrants into 


the facred miniſtry, and that before the matter was brought 


under the cognizunce of the Supreme Court, by which the 


had given their ſolemn aſſent to the principles of Seceſſion. 
This ſtatement is atteſted by Mr. Fraſer in his petition to the 
Synod, and is not by them denied or refuted, Here is 
{uch a ſcene of unfaithfulneſs— ſuch a breach-of truſt, both a- 


| 8 K God and his church ſuch a diſorder in diſcipline as hat 
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no parallel in che annals of the Chriſtian church, TER in the 


molt corrupt and backſliding. What can we expect as the 


reſult of ſuch conduct, but-the bitter fruits it has ſince pro- 


duced. Thirdly, We teſtify yaa the Synod's tame recep- 
tion of Mr, Fraſer's petition, for which they were now well 
prepared, Their taking it to a deceitful deliberation. Negle@- 


ing to cenſure the daring attack upon our received and conſti- 


tutional principles, for ſubverting the Seceſhon. Their act of 


forbearance by which they judicially renounced the principles 


of Seceſſion, and though it was but temporary, yet it was a 
Uriking pledge of their farther deſigns, as appears by their ap- 
pointing a numerous Committee to new model our formula, ur 
terms of acceſs and entrance into the facred miniftry in the Se- 
ceſſion. By this temporary or interim expedient, many were 
admitted into the miniſtry in direct oppoſition to our principles, 
to increaſe the number and ſtrengthen the hands of our enemies, 
Fourthly, We teſtify againſt the new medeled formula, wherein 


our principles are mangled and perverted, and the principles 


or which we contend are ſuperceded or buried in ambiguity 
and equivocation. By this annual expedient, however, an ad- 
dition is made to the enemies of our principles; while the door 
is ſhut by this new term of communion, againſt thoſe whoſe 


conſciences could not ſwallow it. Fifthly, We teſtify againſt 


the laſt changeling deed of Synod ia April 1797, wherein the 
old Formula is reſtored, with a preamble fo inc onſiſtent with it, 
as neceſſarily involves thoſe who receive it, in the moſt groſs 
prevarication and perjury ; yet this is now the only door of ac- 
ceſs to the miniſtry in the Seceflion. Stxthly, We teſtity againſt 
each of theſe errors and deviations from our covenanted princi- 
ples, as Firſt, A majority of our Syncd rejecting many parts 
of the Old Teſtament in its connection with the New Teſta- 
ment, as the only rule of faith and practice, in matters which 
are neither judicial nor ceremonial, by which they violate the one 
rule of Chriſtian faith, and give encouragement to Deiſts and 
Infidels, to rcje& the whole of Divine revelation in both Teſta- 


ments. We bring this charge againſt the major part of the 


Synod, from. the ſpeeches of many of the leading members of 
Synod openly in the face of the Supreme Court, without the 


Synod even taking any account of ſuch conduct: but we think 


the a wa is in a particular manner chargeable with this in 


their laving refuſed judicially to confider and review the late 


publication of Mr. Lawſon, and by fo doing have ſcreened him 
irom cenſures, though he afferts (page 69) that * ao terms of 


« * communion in the Chriſtian church ought to depend on any 


& other authority but that of the New Tefiament,” awd there 
clearly revealed, Secondly, Their rejecting the ſcripture doc- 
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trine of our Confeſfion and Catechiſms—rejecting all connec- 
tion of the Civil Magittrate, as ſuch, with the church of Chriſt, 
diceſting him of the power and duty of being a nurfing father 
to the church of Chriſt, any more than to the moſt antichriſ- 
tian perton. or {ocicty 3 denying his obligation to reſtrain or 


punith the open profeſſing, or teaching the moſt groſs errors, 


hereſies, blalpſiemics, aud inſults upon Chriſtianity. Nay, by 


their principles, the Magiſtrate has no power to reſtrain the 
public lawtal employments of the week the labours of the 


field, trades, manutactures, and. public markets upou, the Sab- 


bath, theſe do not come within the verge of the magiſtrates 
cognizance. Thifd!ly, Their denying the lawſulneſs of Na- 
tional Churches, countenanced and ſupported by the Civil 
State, and of its providing maintenance and ſupport for the 
goſpel miniltry, The earth muſt not help the woman as in 
Rev. xi. 16. and the woman mult not accept the offered wings 


of the great eagle, as in verſe 14. Thus they have endeavoured 


to break the bond of union between Church and State, conſti- 
tuted by the Supreme Lawgiver, both in the law of nature, 
and in divine revelation; and the prevalence of their principles 


would be a flagrant injury, which would be felt by both Church 


and State, Fourthly, Their deteſtable principles concerning 
Oaths aud Vows, ſuch as, that an oath or vow ſuperadds no 
obligation upon the conſcience, to what the perſon was under 
prior to the oath or vow. Thus the formal obligation of an 
oath or vow is rejected, and they are at beſt uſeleſs, yea, a 
profanation of God's name, by taking it in vain, @Fifthly, 
Their rejecting the obligation of our National Covenants upon 
the Nation; this they do by rejecting the very idea of National 
Religion; and by depriving all oaths and vows of their formal 
obligation: to which they have added a piece of molt refined 
and deceitful equivocation in their preamble to the Formula, 
That provided the Candidate acknowledges an obligation of 


var Covenants, the nature or kind of the obligation is not to 
be defined, ſpeciſicd, or realoned upon, which the Synod | 


reckon vain jangling, and do therefore prohibit it. Sixthly, 
And in a particular manner we teſtify againſt the pernicious 
principles of Mr. Dick's Synodieal Sermon, and Mr. Lawſon's 
publication, in both which, Divine truth, and the principles 
of Seceſſion are rejected, vilified, and expoſed to reproach, and 
Latitudinarian principles ſubſtituted in their place; and theſe 
publications the Synod are juſtly chargeable with, being the 
productions of their Moderator, and their Teacher of Divinity, 
and have not been found fault with by the greater part of the 
Sy nod. 


We muſt, though in love, teſtify againſt. the unfaithfulneſs_ 
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bf Tome miniſters, who, though they profeſs to adhere to our 
principles, and their ordination vows, do yet act with ſuch 
lukewarmnefſs in the defence of them, as ſeems. inconſiſtent 
with their ordination vows, and is grieving and ſtumbling to 
the people of God ; more particularly their attempting to com- 
promiſe our differences with the avowed enemies of our princi- 


ples; their ſeeming fear of diſpleaſing them even when they 


boldly uttered the moſt reproachtul ſpeeches againſt our prin - 
riples; their attempts to keep pyace and unity with them, to 
the injury of the cauſe of Chriſt their giving them time to in- 
vreale their number, and propagate their defection; their con- 


tinuing the molt intimate church communion with them, al- 


tho' they knew that it was grieving and tumbling to many of 
the godly ; their refuſing to be as the he-goats belles the flock 
when loudly called to be their leaders in defence of thoſe prin- 
ciples whick they and we have ſolemnly engaged to defend; 


yet while we teſtify againſt theſe evils, we heartily expreſs-our 


thankfulneſs to God, for what zeal and faithfulneſs ſeveral! of 
onr miniſters were enabled to exerciſe, and are ſtill difplaying 
in behalf of our principles againſt the open enemies thereot. 
We would in the ſpirit of love and faithfulneſs, and with all 
due reſpect both to thoſe who were more zealous, and even to 
thoſe who acted more timidiy-—beſeech and entreat them as 
the miniſters of Chriſt, in the words of their and our Lord, 


„Remember from whence ye are fallen and repent, and do 


« the firſt. works,” We call upon you to © blow the trumpet 
&© in Zion, and to found an alarm in God's holy mountain.” 
Gather the poor ſcattered flock of Chriſt in the Seceſſion, and 
he valiant for the truth upon the earth, that you and we may 
be found among the number of Chrift's faithful followers at biz 


glorious appearance. We alſo invite and entreat our brethren 


and fellow witneſſes in the Seceſſion, to ſtand faſt in the Lord. 
to ſtand faſt in the cauſe of Chriſt, and his teſtimony in the 
Zecelſion. O' fooliſh Seceders, have ye ſuflered ſo muck in 
vain, if it be yet in vain? Who hath bewitched you that ye 
ſhould not obey the truth? Beware of unbelieving defpon- 
dencv, of fighing and going backward; of faying, this evil 
« js of the Lord, why ſhould we wait any longer for him?“ 
Look back to God's diſpenſations to his church, recorded ir, 
the ſacred hiltory, and fee how low his cauſe and people have 
been brought, and how often the church has had reaton to fay 
J was brought low and he helped me.“ And the ſame dit- 
treſſing veiſſu udes have taken place in the reforming and cove- 


nanted church and kingdom of Scotland. How often, when 


reduced to the loweſt irate, has the Lord unexpectedly turned 
back their captivity, filed their mouth with laughter and ther 


is 


tongue with melody; He is yet the fame God, therefore 


truſt in him. We invite your concurrence, dear brethren, in 
diſplaying a banner for the defence. of the injured truths and 
cauſe of Chrift, and we hope the divine breaker will go up be- 
fore us. May the Lord ſend forth his light and truth to guide 
118, | ; | 1 EIS | 

Thus we lay open to the view of friends and enemies, our 
principles to which we adhere, and for which we contend; they 


are the principles of the Sece{Con, till our innovators violated, 


yea, rejected them. They ale the prineiples which our an- 
ceſtors, with much wreſtling and ſharp contending againſt ad- 
verſaries, eſtabliſhed. They are the reformation attained to in 
Scotlard. Our iunovators indeed fooliſhly pretend to go for- 
ward in reformation, which is retrograde or going backward.; 
our fathers might have ſaved much trouble and cvaded ſuffer- 
ing, could they have been ſatisſied with ſuch a backward re- 
tormation as that now carrying on. It was for our principles 
that our fathers fought and martyrs ſuffered; and it muſt be a 
range progreſs in reformation to join with their enemies in 
putting a grave-ftone upon their principles, and throw ing duit 
n their character; it is for their principles we contend; not be- 
cauſe tliey are theirs, but bccaule they are ſanctioned by the 
authority of God in our holy Bible, and yet we rejoice in being 
their followers, and in being found in ſuch company; and as 
for thoſe who attempt to degrade them, not only by rejecting 
their principles, but alſo by aſperſing their character, we adopt 
the expreſſiou of the Patriarch, „O my ſoul, come not thou 
* into their ſecret ; unto their aſſembly, mine honour, be not 


„thou united,” We appeal to God aud to men to judge 


whether we deterve to be {landerouſly accuſed and reproached 
with ſchiſm ; with breaking the peace of the ſociety, or with 
bigotry, merely for adhering to our principles, which have al- 
ways been the eſtabliſhed principles of the SecMion, not as a 
Aiſtinct or ditflerent church, from the rotional-church of Scot- 
land, but as a Society of witneſſes for her covenanted prin- 


ciples. 


The above Leſtimony was ſeveral times read over, and at 
different meetings of the Society, and was by them approven 
of, and ordered to be printed and publiſhed. 

JAMES RUSSEL, . 
Clerk for the time to the Society, 


CrASGoW, 19th Jan 1795. 
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1 Chriftian and Courtebus Reader, 


FHO U canſt not but fee (if thou wry obſerveſt the 
deligns now on foot in theſe laſt perillous days) that Satan 
being diſturbed, and in à manner dethroned from lus { 
large dominions poſſefled under him, by his eldeſt fon the 
great Antichriſt, he is no ſtirring up many petty Antichriſts, 
who being in pretence for Chriſt, do ſome wa? or other 
oppoſe and undermine Chriſt in his perſon, titles, offices, or 
truths ; and furcly, it is none of the leaſt amongſt thoſe re- 
nowned titles of his, that he is King of Kings, and Lord of 
lords ; he under, and for whom bigher evil powers do, and 
muſt rule, that great Antichriſt's m alte r- piece was, in the firſt 
place, to prevent civil powers from having any thing to do in 
matters of religion or of the churen, further than 26 ſervants 
and indeed as valſals, unto the Pope as vilibie head of the church, 
or to the mother church of Rome, or at leaſt to church Coun- 
cils and Synods, to execute only their decrees and las: But 
fince that civil powers have broke thoſe curſed bonds of Anti. 
chriſt, and ſhook off that tyrranuical yoke of that man of fin, 
and have through grace ſeeſi it their approved dignity from the 
Lord, and duty to him, to improve their civil at zthority to the 
utmolt, againſt that man of ſin, and all ius uſurpatious and in- 
ventions. Satan ſtirreth up others to proſecute the ſame de- 
lign, in ſubſtance, albeit under more ſpecious pretences, even 
to deſpoil civil powers of that which is their glory and crown, 
even as civil powers, to ierve e Lord Jeſus, their Lord, and 
to improve their authority to eftablich his laws and government, 
only, within their juriſdictions, aud to root out whatſoever op- 
poſeth, and undermineth the fame, The devil's name is Be- 
lial, one without yoke, at leaſt, in his defire and endedvour; 
and he breatheth that maſter lets kcertious {p:rit in ſuch as he 
effectually worketh, 2 Peter it, 10. While they promiſe (their 
fellows) liberty, they themſelves are fervants to correla; 
{equcers and erring ſpirits, they know well enough, that u 
Chriſt, there is no ordinary means left, to reſtrain and pu \iſt 
their e KITAVAgAnCes, but government iu church and common. 
wealth, therefore it is wont to be a conſtant concomitant of 
error and- hereſy, to become a falſe friend to magiſtracy and 
miniſtry, to c ivil juriſdiction, and to church diſeipline; com- 
mom experience in theſe days witneſſeth this, when magiſtracy 
and miniſtry both, are either wholly cried down, by too many 
erring ſpigits, or ſo enerxated and ſpoiled of their proper worth 
and power, by others, that they have little left but the bare: 


0 —ꝓ mü4—ñͤ— 2 — 


12 


tittle and name of ſuch; if the magiſtrate be allowed by ſome, 
his power in matters of the ſecond Table, yet the other half of 


his political power in matters of the firſt Table, he may not ai- 


ſume. Religious ſtates may not, they think, in wiidom, to- 
lerate ſtate errors and the ver.tings of them, but if dangerous 
errors in religion are {cattered and ſpread, they muſt let them 
alone, as if civil maxims were more near and dear to Chriſt, un- 
der whom magiſtrates rule, than the matters of his own ſacred 
truth; or that matters in politics, were more bliſsful or fatal to 
their Chriſtian ſubjects, than thoſe in religion; or that Chriſtian 
regulated mayiſtrates ſhould leave that at a looſe end (even mat- 


ters of ſound doctrine) which is the bond of Chriſtian ſocieties, 


under their power. Bodily murderers they will yield, muſt be 
capitally punithed, but if the wine of mtoxicating and infatu- 
ating doctrine of error, vented arid broached by corrupt mem- 


bers of the church, be the poiſon of dragans and venom of 
 a{ps ; if whoſoever eateth of theſe cockatrice eggs which they 


hatch, dieth ſpiritually ; if they commit a thouſand foul mur- 
ders, yet who muſt ſay, why do = this? Unclean practice: 
reſpecting the fleih, may be puniſhed, but unclean ſpirits and 
doctrines muſt be ſuffered in the land ; they would not have 
ſuch as rob and ſpoil others of their goods, 0 e bur it is no 
matter what havock any make of church ordinances, privileges, 
and liberties, by any tenets of theirs; if they rob us of the Law, 
and the Prophets, and take away a great part of the holy 
{criptures, which was all given by divine mtpiration, and 1s 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for inſtruc- 


tion in rightcoutnefs ; or if they plunder and {trip us of the of. 


ice, political power, and care of the church's civil nurſe- 
fathers, phyticians, and ſhepherde, for their beſt good, none 
muft puniſh them for fuck like outrages ; and if at a dead lift, 
n-agittratical power, be, with much ado permitted to come 
within the range and reach of the firit Table, yet they will have 
it under ſo ſhott a tether, and lay ſuch ltrong chains and heavy 
bolts upon it, that it is there rather as in its. priſon, than any 
way as in its privileged place; they ſhall be permitted to puniſh 
witches, ſorcerers, and inchanters, elſe ſay they, what nif- 
chief will befal our eſtates, families, and bodies, but as for 
thoſe good, thoſe white witches, that out of pretence of con- 
ſcience, hewitching fouls to death, by their enchanting doc- 
trines, let not civil powers meddle with them. Men of our 
times, will not ſpeak theſe, in fo many words, but in their 
tenets and practices, they ſpeak in effect as much: But good 
trader, be thou aware of ſuch falſe prophets, that come it. 
theeps clothing, will carry it towards thee, as fruitful aud ſpi- 
eitual Chriſtians, as humble, meek, gentle, harmleſs, ſelf. de- 


war” 
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nying, mortified perſons, for a ſcaſon, till they have attained 
their ends; will tell thee, it is new light, what the Spirit re- 
vealeth to them; it is the tenderneſs of their conſciences, which 
makes them ſcraple ſuch and ſuch things, which others have 
long held, &c. and all this while, they are inwardly ravening 


wolves. I hope, pious reader, I ſpeak to ons who yet hath 


an ear open to hear what may be ſpoken in the defence of that 
truth, ſo much queſtioned and oppoſed now-a-days ; that the 
Lord hath not left Chriſtian regulated commonwealths, with- 


cout their reſpective ways of authoritative redreſs of ſuch like 


miſchiefs in religion; for which end, read and contider (in 
thy retiring hours and times) this little treatiſe, and tlie Lord 
give thee underſtandiug in all things, | | 


Thine in Chrift Jeſus, 


Tho. Corgrrr. 


AND here brotherly indulgence, aud reeiprocation of the 
debt of compaſſionate forbearance of the infirmities one of an 0- 
ther mult have place. Yet fo, as there can be no conflict of 
grace againft grace; nor can the taking of the foxes which 
deſtroy the vines, be contrary 10 the gentleneſs and meekneſs 
of faints in fulfilling the law of love, and bearing one another's 
burdens, nor can love ſeated eſſentially in a new born child of 
the ſecond birth be contrary to the zcal of God in withſtand- 
ing to the face a faint looking awry, and walking not <orth @ 
ſtraight foot according to the truth of the goſpel; which way, if 
heeded in fincerity, ſhould breed more union of hearts, and be 
a greater teſtimony of faithfulneſs to a ſtraying ſheep, than our 
cruel meckneſs, and bloody gentleneſs in a pretended bearing: 
with tender conſciences under a colour of paying the debt of 
haſtard love, while as we fuffer millions to perith, through f- 


lence and mercileſs condolency with them in their ſinful de- 
praying of the truth. 


S. RUTHERFORD. 


Queſt, 1. Becauſe Chrilt's en and church, bete W | 


of this world, is ſpiritual and heavenly, as to her Head, mem. 


hers, laws and ends. Was not the church equally fo, in all 
theſe, under the Old Teſtament as well as under the New; or 
did its connection with the ſtate, make it more | carnal and lefs | 


** than the New? 


Queſt, 2. Had the church or the ſtate, though eren in 
many of their laws, either under the Old or New Teſtament, 
a relation to, or dependenec upon a different Sovereign aud 
Lawgiver, and accountable to a different final Judge? Did not 
Chriſt, the one Lawgiver under both 3 deliver the 
judicial, as well as the ceremonial and moral laws; may not all 
warrantably ſay, the Lord is onr Judge, Lawgiver and King ? 


Queſt, z. Though the church, as to its inviſible ſtate, be 
heavenly, fpiritual and differene from the kingdoms of the 
world, which are carthly, ſecular, and ſubject to conſtant 
dciffitudes ; is not the viſible church through corruptian, de- 


cay and apofiacy, ready to turn e ee and ſubject 
to the fame changes with kingdoms ? 


Queſt. 4. Should the civil magiſtrate have no power in mat- 
ters of religion, becauſe he is fallible, fickle, faithleſs and of- 


ten unfriendly to religion? Are miniſters infallible, conſtant, 
faithful. and always bey tout? 


Queſt. 5. When the Lord continintich tb goſpel to be 
preached to all nations, is the civil ſtate in theſe nations to be 
excluded from hearing and obeying it ? 


Queſt. 6. Seeiug both tables of the Divine law, were given 
to Moſes, and other magiſtrates were commanded to keep vnd 
$4y the ſame, for the glory of God and the good of men; is 
not the ſame law TRANS on them ſtill ? 


9 


wh. 
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Queſt, 7. Can zny one with a ſafe conſcience eontinue to re- 
if Fei and enjoy the emoluments of his office, after he has re- 
4 tracted his oath upon which he was received into bis office? 


5 queſt. 8. Are not our noveliſt miniſters chargeable With a 


1 aontinued perjury in retaining thoſe meeting houles and other 
1 ; . * * „ 

| emoluments which they enjoy upon the footing of their ordina- 
| | tion vows, and are they not guilty of a repeated perjury every 


time they enter theſe pulpits to diſpenſe divine ordinances 2 
Theſe queſtions are not Old "Teſtament pecularities, but are 
founded on the eternal laws of morality, confirmed by that 


| 
| | divine Legiſlator who came, not to deſtroy the moral law, but 
| ; to fulfil it. 


| Queſt, 9. Is not the foreſaid perjury greatly aggravated by 
* moſt flagrant injuſtice to thoſe who adhere to our Confeſſion 
/ of Faith an Covenants, for the defence of which theſe meet. 
1 ing-houſes ere built, in not ouly depriving them of them, 
1 but perverting them to the deſtruction of thoſe principles and 
| that canſe for which they were built? Can theſe miniſters, 


with a good grace, preach the duties of morality to their LEY 
| - hearers? | | 


2, 1d. Are not. all thoſe who countenance their mini- 

fry, abbettors of their perjury and injuſtice ; or can they expect 
a bleſliug upon divine ordinances difpenſed by ſuch minijtesy, 
“ Ceate, my fon, to hear the inſtruction, that cauſeth to err 
% from the words of knowledge.“ Are theſe matters trivial or 
of ſmall importance, ſo as to demand forbearance ſrom thole who 

believe and adhere to the original principles of the Seceſſion? 


queſt. 11. Is the Old and New Teſtament the only rule to 

direct, &c. or has the New Teſtament ſuperſeded the Old and 

made it void; of which Teſtament does the apoſtle ſpeak, 2 ; 
A Tim. iii. 16, 17, “ All ſcripture is given br: infpiration of 0 
d B God, and is profitable for doctrine, tor reproot, for correc» 

tion, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs : That the man of God 

„may be perfect, througlily furniſhed unto all good works.“ 

Or which Teftament does our Lord allude to when he ſays, 

John v. 39.“ Search the ſcriptures,” &. 
. 


** 


Queſt, 12. Are there not many precious promiſes iuhe 
Old Jeſtament reſpecting the happy ſtaze of the New Teſta- 
= ment-church in its connection with, and under the benign in. 
fluence of the civil ſtate, ſuch as Pſalm Ixxii. ro, 11. The 
kings of Tarſhiſh and of the Ifes ſhall bring preſents « cke 
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kings of Sheba w » ba ſhall offer gifts. Vea, all kings ſhall _ _ 
fall down befor: hi: all vations ſhall ſerve him.“ and Ifa. 

- xlix. 22. And kings (of the Gentiles)"ſhall be thy nurſing  _ 
fathers aud their queens thy nurſing mothers :** &c. and do 
not theſe promiſes imply an obligation on Chriſtian kings or . 


ſtates to co-operate in their aecompliſnment?: 


' queſt. 13. Did our Lord carry away with him the ſcourge, 
: wherewith he drove the buyers and ſellers out of the temple, 
| and to whom did he bequeath it? whither to the church or to 
| the civil ſtate ? Were our Scotch and Engliſh reformers, the 
compilers of our Confeſñon of Faith and National. Covenants, 
heretics, and chargeable with Antichriſtian deſpoſtiſmi, in at= 
tempting to bind their national poſterity to avouch the Lord 
to be their God, and to walk in his ways, by adhering to and 
maintaining the attained reformation from Popery, Policy, c. 
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774 queſt. 14. What is the uſe and end of Oaths, Vows, aud 
\ Covenants, if they bring no obligation upon the conſcience by | 
the Divine Law. © Thou ſhalt not take the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain.““ þ | ; 
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_ queſt, 15, Can any of our neu. ght parties, conſiſtently 
deny tb: magiſtrates power in religious matters, and yet ob- 
ſerve {cate-ielts, ſanctioned with civil pains and penalties,” 


N 


queſt. 16. Is it not incumbent upon the members of this 
Society, to ſupport the foregoing Teſtimony by a ſuitable 
practice? And do they not ſtand ſelf eondemned, in acting 
2ontrary to it? See queſt, 10th Or will a pretence of edifica- 
tion or rather gratibcation, compenſate their Inconkitency ? 
Remember the practice of the firtt Seceders, Read 1 Cor. viii. 9, 
10. * Bat take heed leaſt by any means this liberty of yours 
become a itumbling-block to them that ave weak. For if any 
man fee thee, which haſt knowledge, fit at meat in the idols 
temple, ſhall not the conſclence of him + hich is weak be em- 
boldned to eat thoie things which are vitered to idols: &. 
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Sold by W. Parox, Printer, Salemarket, (Nasgow, J. M. 
Lax rx, Bookſchler, IIorſe wynd, Edinburgh; and by out. 
friends tlicwhere- | : | 
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